
2.9 million Somalis are in humanitarian crisis
50,000 children are severely malnourished and at death’s door

Women in Somalia face the second highest risk of maternal death in the world and babies are at the highest risk 
of dying on the day of their birth1

1.1 million people are displaced within their own country
Polio has returned, with 193 cases recorded in the last year2

Just 30% of the population has access to clean drinking water
Fewer than 1 in 4 people have access to adequate sanitation facilities

1 in 7 children are acutely malnourished3

The sad truth is that these statistics from Somalia are better than previous years, so this is celebrated as a success. But 
“better” is not the same as “success” in a context where most aspects of everyday life fall far below acceptable living 
standards.

We should measure progress against minimum standards, not gains made against an already terrible  situation. With a 
third of the population in need of aid, Somalia is clearly in severe crisis. Neither should we compare degrees of desperation 
across countries. It is not right, for example, to pit Syria against Somalia and claim one deserves more attention. We should 
be working to reach and maintain minimum standards globally giving adequate attention to all crises at all times. 

Somalia presents a unique and challenging context where destabilising factors like conflict and cyclical drought are a 
regular feature. While gains have been made, communities still remain only one shock away from disaster. As we learned  
in 2011, not heeding the warning signs of crisis in already fragile communities can lead to tragedy.

Our organisations are working on the ground and know the reality. And it’s not good. Only 12% of Somalia’s humanitarian 
funding needs have been met so far this year – an additional USD $822 million is still needed. Funding needs to be able to 
respond to uncertainty and be invested in good time. There is a very real risk that people still in need will not be reached 
and those already helped will fall back into crisis. 

We are in a position now, to make a difference – as long as funds are available and flexible. Without action to address 
Somalia’s humanitarian and development needs, we are at risk of failing Somalis once more. Just because the figures may 
look “better”, now is not the time to be complacent. 
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1 All statistics in this document, other than where specified, come from surveys and assessments undertaken by organisations working in these areas
2 From Centers for Disease Control - http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices
3 Taken from OCHA’s 04 March 2014 infographic - http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-humanitarian-dashboard-january-2014-issued-04-march-2014
4 OCHA: ‘Somalia: Humanitarian Snapshot’, March 2014http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-humanitarian-snapshot-march-2014-issued-15-april-2014





“I used to herd goats and sheep, but I lost all my livestock 
in the 2011 drought and had to move to Badhan village 
with my family. My husband died eight years ago and I am 
left alone to take care of my ten children. It’s very difficult 
to get three meals a day for all of them. I’ve had to rely on 
well-wishers and little jobs, and I could only send two of my 
children to school.” Ardo Hussein Abdulle,  51 years old, Badhan 
village, Sanaag, Puntland State of Somalia. 

“My children and I fled barefoot when the civil unrest 
started in our area. It took us nine days to reach Luuq from 
Wajid which is only 90 Kilometres” said. We were threatened 
by soldiers.” Ahmed Ali Madnur a newly arrived IDP, father of 7 
children from Wajid district of Bakol region. 

“I did not have anything to give her. Fatuma’s feet are 
swollen; she has diarrhea, fever and no appetite. I came to 
Mogadishu to get help. I had twins but one died when she 
was very young.” Halima Mohamed, 26 year old mother speaking 
about her one year old daughter, Fatuma, Mogadishu, Somalia.

In regard to access to latrines: “My children can go to the 
nearby bushes anytime of the day. Since I need my privacy, 
I help myself at dawn or at dusk, or else I have to go and 
queue for around 30 minutes. It’s quite  frustrating.” Miss 
Muminio Ali Abdi Galyow, a widow and a mother of four girls is one 
the new IDPs who have arrived from Hudur to Darusalam IDP camp 
in Baidoa.
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